AGABIR AND THE BALKAN WARS                        I$$
Serbs, seized and occupied Scutari. But Germany and Russia were both at this time anxious to keep the peace, and they worked loyally with Sir Edward Grey in bringing the Serbs to reason and requiring the Montenegrins to evacuate Scutari. Albania was made a Princedom under a German Prince, and Serbia guaranteed commercial access to the Adriatic.
These arrangements saved the peace for the time being, and Sir Edward Grey was warmly congratulated on the skill and impartiality with 'which he had steered this conference. When August came the clouds seemed at last to be lifted, and there was a widespread belief that the last of the great crises had come and gone. Russia was content, Germany had worked f©r peace, Britain and France had no interest in any of these Balkan quarrels except to keep the peace. Unfortunately these sanguine calculations left Austria-Hungary out of account. All through the months when the conference was sitting, the Austrian war-party, under the impetuous Conrad von Hotzendorff, Chief of the General Staff, had been gaining strength, and nothing but the restraining hand of Germany anil the reluctance of the aged Austrian Emperor, who wished for peace in his time, had prevented it from breaking loose and declaring war. " I will not fight to keep the Serbians out of Durazzo," was the Kaiser's word to Vienna, and to that even Conrad had to defer. But the Austrians remained profoundly discontented with the course of events, and if they submitted for the time being it was with the firm resolve to seize the next favourable moment to settle accounts with Serbia.
Austrian Alarms
It cannot be said that the Austrians were without reason for their alarms. They were visibly failing to solve their internal problems. Most of their many races were seething with discontent; their parliamentary institutions were breaking down; all the solutions propounded, Federalism, Trialism1 and the rest, had been thwarted by the opposition of one race
1 Trialism, i.e. the constitution of a third self-governing unit composed of the Slavs of the Empire to be of equal status with Austria and Hungary was the solution specially favoured at one time by the heir%> the throne, the Archduke Franz Ferdinand. Federalism required the establishment of a central Government to which all the States would have been subordinate.
